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Josephine H. Pham, Researcher
Esther S. Ho, Illustrator

Author’s Statement

Our personal relationships with Ethnic Studies educators and
organizers, passions for storytelling, dreams for collective liber-
ation, and lived experiences as Asian American women and
women of Color brought us together for this project. Bringing
together our crafts and skillsets as scholar-educator-artivists
and drawing from research findings from a broader study on the
day-to-day professional experiences of K-12 Ethnic Studies
teachers of color, we developed a comic to capture a fuller
portrait of one teachers” humanity and practices, Ms. Trung. At
the same time, we were able to experience individual and collec-
tive healing through the act of generating new knowledges with
one another. Designed as a form of “research artivism” and as a
pedagogical tool for teachers, teacher educators, and education-
al leaders, our comic aims to radically orient readers differently
to learning and engaging with scholarship through creative
expression. The comic form enables multimodal communica-
tion of theories, complex research findings, and critical
perspectives on Ethnic Studies pedagogies in K-12 public
schools. Our art-based research intentionally interweaves mul-
tiple aspects of Ms. Trung’s narratives and practices across time
periods and places to maintain our relational and ethical com-
mitment to confidentiality while showcasing recurring inter-
connected themes of surveillance, organizing, resistance, and
BIPOC life. We created this in solidarity and with care for Ms.
Trung and other K-12 Ethnic Studies educators, and hope that
this comic uncovers truths and renews political and pedagogi-
cal clarity for them as it has for us.
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HI THERE] I'M MS, TRUNG (MA ASTAN AVERTCAN STUDIES
FOLLOW ALONG IN MY JOURNEY TEACHING ETHNIC STUDIES
K-12 PURLIC SCHOOLS,

T IDENTIFY AS SOUTHEAST ASTAN AMERTCAN
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DISCLATMER: THIS RESEARCH IN GRAPHIC COUNTERNARRATIVE
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T WAS STUDVING ASTAN AMERTCAN STUDIES, DOING COMMUNITY
ORGANIZING AND TMMIGRATION ADVOCACY, 4 WORKING WITH
FORMERLY INCARCERATED PEOPLE,, THIS BECAME THE CENTEROF HOW I

CAME To VIEW ETHNIC STUDIES AS AN ABOLITiONIiST WORLD
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ESPECTALLY WITH AFFLUENT WHITE STUDENTS

- ATTIES,.. e DEFORE MY CURRENT STUDENTS ARE PREDOMINANTLY @)
BEING AN ETHNIC STUDIES TEAGHR OF COLOR T CURRENTLY coe LATINK A\D UHITE, WITH A SMALL
w ARG g L RTRG Terq ETnce Shores ) _ e SR (e,
AND US HISTORY - - p
AT A SURURRAN N “‘ ._‘mo T USED To TEACH TN AN URRAN SCHoOL SERVING v\ v ure
PUBLTC HIGH SCHOOL, 0 3=\ STUENTS oF colR, A T LOVED WoRKING THERE;
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IT ON FEEL TWATATING () [ x
WHEN THE HUMANTTIES AND — b o ==
LIVELTHOODS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR ‘
ARE TREATED AS SEPARATE FROM '
ETHNIC STUDIES CURRTCULA
m .E [ "ETHNIC STUDIES TAUGHT ME TO LOVE MYSELF MoRE"
ETHNIC STUDTES PROMOTES SELF-LOVE
O )
0 T SEK COMNTTY IN OTHR SPACES BY FINDING Now ' . U
T TEAH A "MATNSTREAM SECTION' A\D A SECTION FOR NEWCOMER STUDENTS
LIKE-MINDED ETHNIC STUDIES TEACHERS AND ORGANIZERS eece " n n 1
m% PART oF A RACTAL ACEINCTY GROUP ULTH OTIER” DESIQUATED AS _./Hzﬁmc BNQIH vmoﬂomj ,@ ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS v TG Yo FoR PROVIDDG
ASIAN AMERTCAN TEACHERS, .
- UE WERE HAVING A GROUNDING FOR DISCUSSIONS ON RACE AND TALKING AROUT HOW WE LANGUAGE T EXPRESS HART

CAN COMMUNICATE WHEN HARM HAS BEEN DONE, WE CAN USE "I STATEMENTS" :

THAVEN'T v
CAUSED HARM., \
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g Ve NSRS —n, T UAS A SERTOUS SOVRRSETIN,., */ A
) T )3 byt , AN
: H i @ aa ( i
| TSN : 5
\ = § oY & X ,;
| | : h /- E
i - ] NI\ V -
b\ B\~
Ny > !

E:mgcﬁégmoﬂvmopmgnmoroﬁ
WE HONOR OUR OWN SHARED DIVERSE AND INTERSECTI(
STORTES FROM THESE COMMUNITIES OF COLOR
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STUDENTS OF COLOR UHO APPRECTATED
STTTING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROOM

MAINSTREAM STUDENTS

S S N7 T PERTOD BEFORE WITH THE NEWKCOMER STUDENTS, .




OUR ADMINISTRATION IS VERY SUPPORTIVE IN THEORY OF THE CURRICULUM,
AND THEY HAVE OUR RACK WHEN PARENTS COME AT US,
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IN THAT MOMENT  THE STUDENTS WERE NOURTSHING THEIR
§H_W>5®Avmngﬁqo<.gﬁm<én%.m.@
COMPLETED THEIR WORK AND MET THEIR LEARNING ORJECTIVES

DURING MY EVALUATION DERRIEE, MY ADMIN GAVE ME FEEDRACK
THAT T SHOULD BE MORE STRACT WITH MY TRANSITIONS,

MANY TEAGHERS THINK THAT NEWCOMER STUDENTS
AREN'T ABLE TO DO HIGHER ORDER THINKING,

ONE TIME, MY NEWCOMER [LATINX] STUDENT UROTE IN HIS
"I AM" POEM THAT HE FELT COMFORTARLE USING THE

WORD " SANDWICHES" INSTEAD OF "TORTAS"
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ESL HAS A HISTORY OF BEING A COLONTAL CONSTRUCT--
SO0 T USE TRANSLANGUAGING IN MY INSTRUCTION + ALSO

ENCOURAGE IT DURING CLASS DISCUSSIONS TO PROMOTE HIGHR M §

ORDER THINKING SKTLLS IN STUDENTS' HERTTAGE LANGUAGE

I mm__m PEOPLE PROTESTING AND >=ﬂ®,_n
WHO WERE RACIST TO CHICANO STUDENTS,




AND IS WORKING THROUGH INTERNALIZED PATRIARCHY,
WHEN LEARNING AROUT UNEQUAL PAY BETUEEN MEN AND WOMEN,
UE ASKED TS IT JUST OR UNJUST?

BUT. HE-ALSO GETS -.'___e.tmv.ﬁ

TEACHING ETHNIC STUDIES IN PURLIC SCHOOLS
REQUIRES US To ATTEND TO A WIDE RANGE
OF STUDENTS' LEARNING INTERESTS AND NEEDS,

FOR EXAMPLE: ANOTHER EXAMPLE,
N /A WATGHED A VIDEO UHERE A POLTTICTAN R
3 FROM POLAND HAD SATD: HARDER, AND FOR A WHITE STUDENT UHO CARED AROUT LGRTQ TSSUES,.,

... A\D WORKING THROUGH HIS OUN WHITENESS,

UKRATINIAN REFUGEES COME TO MY HOUSE,
T WELCOME YOU TO MY HOUSE,

AT THE PEGIMNING OF SCHooL TERM BUT NEARTNG THE END OF ScHooL TERM

. UE GOT OFF ON A REALLY Q00D FOOT, /. 8
L HE WAS S0 EXCETEDTONEARN )
i AROUT ETHNIC-STUBIES. = &

I DON'T THINK HE REALLY MEANS THAT, HE'S JUST
SAVING THAT BECAUSE HE WANTS POLTTICAL POWER,

P i1 want To LEARN
%%: SOCTAL JUSTIE
, 1SSUES)
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ADMIN INTERVIEWED |
OTHR STUDENTS T0. A% |
IF THEY FELT THAT VALUES
BEING PUSHED ON-THEM
STUDENTS SATD; !

HE HAS LOTS OF LOVE FOR HIS QULTURE & PASSION FOR TOPICS AROUT RACE,
WHENEVER UE LEARN AROUT RACTAL TNDUSTICES, HE GETS HEATED AROUT THE TOPICS,,

AND DURING PARTMER ACTIVITIES IN MY U,S, HISTORY CLASS,
HE'LL START PLAYING AROUND WITH HIS FRIENDS,

THEY PUSH EACH OTHER AND PULL EACH Od.mn_m I>HN. THIS STTUATION U@,—_AZEAmZmQEHOZ
THE WAY T TEACH ETHNIC STUDIES BECAUSE T KNow MY

BUT BEING HIS FAVORTTE TEACHER FOR A SHORT TIME, THEN SEEING
HOW THE CURRICULUM MADE HIM 180 IS HARD TO PROCESS,

HE HAS A BIG HEART AND LOVES ETHNIC STUDIES,7
HE'S BEING DIFFICUT, RUT HE'S A GOOD LEADER




IN THIS SITUATION, WE NATURALLY DREW FROM
COMMUNITY CULTURAL WERLTHTO COMRAT THIS OPPRESSION

& NURTURE THE STUDENTS' TRANSFORMATIONAL RESISTANCE,
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» LINGUISTIC
AND SOME BLACK STUDENTS STARTED ORGANIZING A GROUP - W CAPITAL  ~
THEY SATD: T ASKED THEM:( "How CAN T SUPPORT YoU HERE? INTELLECTUAL & SOTAL SKILLS ™'

ATTAINDD THROUGH COMMNICATION "\
WE'VE BEEN ORGANIZING THE STUDENTS . TN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE _w,
CAN YOU HELP US ORGANIZE THE ADULTS? / g
. CARITAL
SO T ORGANIZED PARENTS AND COMMUNTTIES, ! COMNLTY THAT AN PROVIDE
UE UENT TO SCHoOL BOARD MEETINGS TO REALLY JUST SPEAK UP | s & aproRt - (TARA Yosso 2005) _
(LET Us SUPPORT EACH OTHER AID OVR STIDENTS,) no::czmj ns.—-s—:- iﬁ—:‘-—-:

_ ANTI-DEFICIT FRAMEWORK ASSESSING THE ACCUMULATED ASSETS —
! 4 RESOURCES IN THE HISTORIES AND LIVES OF COMMUNITIES OF CoLOR _

| A PROTECTIVE FACTOR |
TO DISRUPT EVERY DAY INTERPERSONAL AND STRUCTURAL RACTISM \ \
NAViGRTIONAL

NS, TRNG, 4:03 AM

T WOULD PRACTICE ADULT ALLYSHIP

/ .
DY ATTENDING THE STUDENTS' VIRTUAL MEETINGS
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e & @ THIS POWER OF THIS FRAMEWORK:

WAS HER %ﬂzzﬁamoﬂmmm SHE FELT mm%m AD n%ﬂoﬂa\ﬁm nmmEmm SHE LEARNS
n n
STUDENTS MANY YEARS LATER TOLD ME "HAVING YOUR SUPPORT REALLY CHANGED THINGS, AROUT HER

=<OC._Nm THE DEST TEAGHER H_<m HAD EVEN THOUGH YOU AREN'T MY TEAGHER" OUN COMMUNITY AND CULTURE IN A MULTITUDE OF WAYS -- NOT

PRIMARTLY THROUGH TRAUMA AND OPPRESSION BUT ALSO THROUGH THEIR TRIUMPHS
THIS BROKE MY HEART - THE SMALL ACTION T DID WAS SO MEANINGFUL To THEM
IT SHOWED THEY DIDN'T HAVE THAT SUPPORT IN THEIR DAY—TO-DAY AT THEIR SCHOL,




8, KNOWEDGE AS PART OF ETHNIC STUDIES CURRTCULUM 1 "+ = THIS LOOKS JLIKE (STUDENTS CONDUCTING | OJECTS i
i i P RN R TS T S T i 1 ; .___ ST T 4o.§.§m.oﬂr§r\.ﬁogﬁ<_foﬁn§. i
SIS 1 DO THIS DV DUILDING WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS LEARNING ABOUT e ek kg T Tl L A g
HAESIND,  TSSUES, A\D HAVING STUDENTS RESEARCH COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS . il R TR
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GAVE STUDENTS A FRAMEWORK FOR SEEING THE BEAUTIES, HUMANLY, AND RESTSTANE
OF BLACK, TNDIGENOUS, PEGPLE OF COLOR,

BLAGK ART EDUCATION GAVE ME HOPE THAT A WORLD UTTHOUT PRISONS IS POSSTRE, )

Al UE PARTNERED WITHIA LOCAL
. [ DLACK-LED ART}, COLECTIVE 1
- THETR MISSION WAS TO- CHALLENGE
et DEFICTT NARRATIVES ™ i
“TOF BLACK AND; BROUN. PEOPLE WOl
TRL THEIR OWN NEWS AND STORTES;

IN THEIR DAY-TO-DAY LIVES AND RUILDING MOVEMENTS OF SOLIDARTTY AND ACTIVISM
TO ADDRESS ISSUES IN LOCAL COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL,

ONE OF MY PACTFIC TSLANDER STUDENTS UROTE:
"THIS IS THE FIRST TIME T SAW MYSELF IN ScHooLUHEN
SHE SAW THE POSTER OF TERTSA STAGATONU ON THE WALL,




TEACHING ETHNIC STUDIES IS A WAY OF LIFE
@§g§m%§m§4%%m§.
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DISRUPT SCHOOLING AS A FACTORY SY:

WHETHER THE STUDENTS JOIN IN BECAUSE THEY COME FROM A LEGACY OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS,

OR IF THEY WERE CURTOUS ON THE PATHWAY TO DISCOVER IT ON THEIR OWN
OR IF THEY TOOK ETHNIC STUDIES RECAUSE IT WAS SIMPLY A REQUIREMENT -

SEEING THEM TRANSFORM THEIR MINDSET AND HEARING THEM SAY:

T FEEL A LOT OF LOVE FOR MY CULTURE!

T THOUGHT THAT EPmucﬂ.B T SCHooL AND Now T
Nm>_.HNm.E> T CAN BE GOOD AT SCHOOL AND (RITIQUE
d.m.ﬁ.ﬂ.mgm._.:» LED ME TO THINK OTHERWISE

IS why,,,

T TEAGH ETHNIC STUDIES,

4 M
PEING AN ETHNIC STUDIES TEACHER IS AN ONGQOING

)@ EXPERTENCE OSCTLLATING BETUEEN RETMAGINING
ST N " EDUCATIONAL JUSTICE AD NAVIGATING THE REALTTIES
P OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
LA S
THIS CAN BE VERY ISOLATING AND TT IS IMPORTANT TO
BE IN DIALOGUE WITH KINDRED SPIRTTS ON: 'HOW WE

TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES To FEEL TOGETHRR IN OUR

LONELTNESS
N J

ETHNIC STUDIES TO ME TS MORE THAN JUST A QLASS, TT
IS LIKE A WAY OF LIFE,

MY PAST WORK IN COMMUNITY ORGANIZING
PREPARED ME UELL FOR TEACHING ETHIC STUDIES; IT IS
SOMETHING THAT CANNOT BE TAUGHT OMLY THROUGH A
GUIDE OR A SAVPLE CURRICULWM,
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IN REALITY, ‘0,
ETHNIC STUDIES IS CONSTANTLY BEING CONTESTED OR CHALLENGED,
IT IS A CONSTANT STRUGGLE TO BUILD A POWERFUL ETHNIC
STUDIES EDUCATION AND MAINTAIN ITS INTEGRITY UHILE
PROTECTING AND CARING FOR OURSELVES,

AGENCY IS IMPORTANT:

I TRY TO SET DOUNDARTES, AND T MAKE AN EFFORT TO
FIND SPACES THAT GIVE ME JOY AND NOURTSHMENT,

ALWAYS ANP INTO THE FUTURE,

ETHNIC STUDIES HAD A POWERFUL ROLE IN MY OUN LIFE,
AND T HOPE TO RECREATE THAT EXPERTENCE FOR
STUDENTS, TEACHING TRUTH To POWER CAN BE BOTH
ENPOWERING AND HEAVY,
AD T REMATN COMMITTED TO OWR,

COLLECTIVE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION.






