Aurora Lucero (1894-1963) was a writer,
folklorist, and educator who thought it
was important to defend and document
the culture of Spanish-speaking
communities in New Mexico.
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When Lucero was growing up in
territory of New Mexico during the
early twentieth century, the
population of the territory was
considered un-American and
therefore unworthy of inclusion in
the United States. In 1910, a writer
for a North Dakota newspaper who
compared the territories of New
Mexico to Arizona noted, for
instance, that while Arizona had
inhabitants capable of becoming
“good American citizens,” the
population of New Mexico was
“very different.”
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The same year, Lucero rejected the
idea the Spanish-speaking people
of New Mexico were inherently un-
American in her speech, “Shall the
Spanish Language be Taught in the
Schools of New Mexico?"
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Lucero argued Spanish should
remain a language of instruction in
New Mexico schools due to its
economic utility, literary and colonial
legacies, and cultural value. She
insisted the Spanish-speaking people
should not have to give up their
cultural and linguistic identities in
order to belong in the United States.

“We want to learn the language of
our country, “ she asserted, “but we
do not need, on that account, to deny
our origin or or race or our
language..."





